


Our five year record: Curt’s Café has helped
transform the lives of over 200 individuals.

Though the journey has not always been easy

for our students, our professionals and volunteers
have consistently offered a helping hand to the
under-served young adults who are committed to
positively changing their futures. A carefully
structured program of work and life skills is
augmented by love and true caring—and the
students have eagerly responded! Our students
aren’t “projects,” but people and they know that

we believe in each and every one of them!

Our Story

Four or five at a time, for three months, 15 to 24 year old
students work through a carefully monitored program of
counseling, mentoring, life and career coaching, and job
placement. Our two Evanston cafes offer real-time practice
in everything from professional food preparation to customer
service and personal acceptance among peers. Full-time
social workers offer help with life skills such as anger
management and personal budgeting. In addition, the Curt’s
community teaches those who, in the past, have experienced
abuse, violence, homelessness and despair that it is possible

to trust, grow, and change for the better. Hope is possible!

Our Student Stories

“Davis,” brought by a probation officer who was trying to keep
him out of jail, entered the program angry and defiant. He didn’t
want to be in the program, much less make changes in his
behavior. After a challenging first month, Davis gradually learned
to trust that not everyone was out to hurt him. Fast forward: he
was employed for eight months, but made a mistake and was
fired. After a few more bumps in the road he returned

to Curt’s and began anew. He is now Assistant Manager at a
warehouse, is in stable housing, and is making good choices

in his life. We never let go.

“Janelle” was quiet and docile, following the training program

as it was shown to her, never making waves or associating with
others. As time went on, her story unfolded: Having experienced
homelessness, hunger, sexual abuse, and severe depression,
she had learned to survive with her eyes to the ground and head
down. After only two short months she was attending all the
social and educational outings and sharing smiles and laughter
with her peers. School was her goal. She will start this fall at

Oakton Community College.

“Graduation is basically a cake and a box of Kleenex
because we’re all so proud of our graduates!”



Community Outreach, Community Partnerships

We can’t do this alone; we are proud to work together with local
organizations as we continue supporting students who request our

help. In order to do this, we need your financial support!

Curt’s leadership has spoken to over 40 local organizations this
year to advocate for the needs of our young adults who are living
in at-risk situations, and we are grateful for the continued support
from both individuals and community groups. But our work
continually expands; funds are truly needed. Consider helping
those who need your help so much! Curt’s is a 501C3 nonprofit;
contributions are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowable.
These are OUR kids, in OUR home towns!
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What's New in 2017

We hired a trauma-informed social worker to help
our graduates navigate new territory as they continue

to learn in their jobs and grow in the community.

Our Strategic Plan has two goals: To identi_‘ an
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$10,000 & up
Anonymous Donor
Finnegan Family Foundation
Julian Grace Foundation
Carl & Pat Greer Donor Advised Fund
Mansfield Family Foundation
Moritz Family Foundation
Dana Pearl

$5,000 - $9,999
Albers Kuhn Family Foundation
Trieschmann Foundation
Donald A. & Victoria Scott
Lori & Monte Dube
Community Church of Wilmette
Lynne Marx
Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago
Rotary Club Of Evanston
Dr. & Mrs. Al Edwards
Esprit Foundation
A.G. Cox Charity Trust
Catherine & Perry Iverson

$2,500 - $4,999
Libby & John Lewis
Lundquist Household
Winnetka Congregational Church
Les Dames Escoffier
John & Daphne Hoch Cunningham
Sarah & Brett Stein
Daniel & Rebecca Harris Kaplan
Elizabeth Beidler Tisdahl Foundation
Elliot & Eloise Kaplan Family
Reggi Marder Foundation
First Congregational Church of Wilmette
Allie Payne
Northminster Presbyterian Church
Nina Kavin & Kerry Miller
National Mah Jongg League, Inc.
Northminster Presbyterian Church
Melanie Mallin
First Presbyterian Church of Wilmette
Urban Partnership Bank
Barbara & Keith Clayton
Jean & Daniel Paschen
Vickie Brodersen
Margaret & David Orloff
Evanston Rotary Club

$1,000 - $2,499
Loribeth & Paul Cohen Ryan
Presbytery of Chicago
Ann Airey
Richard & Pat Ryan
Sheryl & Christopher Bartol
Leslie Shad & Joseph Brennan
Mary Ann Wilens
Muller & Monroe Asset Management LLC
Womans Library Club of Glencoe
Dance Center of Evanston
Unitarian Church of Evanston
William Hartgering
Stephanie Michel
Ruthanne DeWolfe
North Suburban Bar Association
Patti Anderson
First United Methodist Church of Evanston

Immanuel Lutheran Church
E Street Jeans

Gabrielle & Judson Brooks
Karen Haber & Ira Smith
Shirley Marx

Thomas Breen

Karen & Gene Griffin

Jenny Cappelletti

Ann & Brian Balusek
Melinda Kwedar

Jean & Andrew Fies

Diane Holmes

Suzanne & Daniel Kanter
Rachel Hayman

Melissa & Joseph Appelt
Ann & Keith Sarpolis
Robert J. Lawrence

Mary & Bill Watt

Piper & Jonathan Rothschild
Nan & Walter Simpson

$500 - $999
Elizabeth Tisdahl
Koi Restaurant
Laurie & Jim Kaplan
Constance Blade
Max Anderson
Joy & Kevin Kreuser
Susan & Michael Kuhn
Robert Oldershaw
Marc Rolfes
David & Ester Haber
Judith Phillips
St. Paul Lutheran Church of Evanston
Margaret & Peter Morris
Cook County Coordinating Council
Robin & David Small
Evanston Catholic Woman's Club
Marcia Mead Stillerman
North End Mother's Club
Carol & Thomas Mclintosh
Edward B. Chez
Helen & James Lewis
Park Restaurants
Keira & Tate Coverdale
Sheila & Larry Gerber
Jackie Mack
Verniel Lundquist
Laura & Dean Egerter
Anne Kelly
David Moore
Mary Summerville
Dan Reinberg
Beth Lewis
Joanne & Jim Steinback
Michelle & Mark Tisdahl
Antonio Gonzalez
Joshua Girill
Larry Rosenbaum
Eleanor Sylvan
Maya Tatineni & Sudhakar Doppalapudi
Yvette Gideon
Wang Andrew
Chris & Alfred Estberg
Stephanie & Roger Hochschild
Michelle & Ralph Trieschmann
Mary & Paul Finnegan

Susan Berkowitz

Anne & Walter Horn

Wendy Serrino

Jennifer & Jeff Goldstein

Cher & Dan Dooley

Suzanne Meldman

Marcia Powers

Mary Beth & Gary Barrett-Newman
Ann & Seth Lichter

Kathleen McDonald & Joe Monahan

Under $500
Almost 500 generous donors have
supported our students with donations
from $5 to $499. Thank you to all who
also donated via our tip jars and one
cup of coffee at a time.

Auchambault and Associates
Dave Newman Repairs

Heart Certified Duxler
Evanston Imprintables

Food For Thought Enterprise
Group Theater Tix

lllinois Tool Works

Jewell Events

Orloff Imports

Rafael Kelling, Wingnut CP Corp.
Rebuilding Warehouse

THANK YOU for the many “Gifts In Kind”
that our students rely on every day to live
their lives in dignity. And thank you to the
students and teachers from Evanston
Township High School, Northwestern
University, Roosevelt University and the
Kellogg School of Business.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Rick Marsh, President

Patti Anderson, Past Co-President
Dr. Connie Blade, Past Co-President
Robin Bailey

Enjoli Daley

Jessica Hochman

Bryant Jackson-Green

Laurie Kaplan

Mike Kuhn

Jeffrey Mackevich

Tami Manton

Derrick Q. Milligan

Allie Payne

Dana Pearl

Elizabeth Tisdahl

Lori Dube, Emeritus

Nina Kavin, Advisory Board

Kevin Kreuser, Advisory Board

STAFF

Amy Blanton

Karli Butler

Sarah Ghantous Stein
Byron Gonzalez
Karen Haber Smith
Amy Heppner
Ashor Jajou

Ashley Lock

Lisa Nigro
Trudyann Smith
Susan Trieschmann
Elizabeth Van Nice
Jovani Vasquez

VOLUNTEERS

Libby Lewis, Volunteer Coordinator

Matt Barton, Taxes/Accounting

Donna de St. Aubin, Job Placement Coordinator
Therese Delli Paoli, Teacher

Bonnie Dohogne, Baker/Consultant

Frank Fineis, Front Line Support

Howard Frank, Art Curator North

Annie Haddad, Window Display North
Carol Hammerman, Window Display South
Bekki Kaplan, Baker

Bill Loumpouridis, Teacher

Rick Marsh, Mentor

Marcia Mead, Job Placement Coordinator
Derrick Milligan, Mentor

Leon Mitchell, Mentor

Wilma Nachsin, Human Resources

Dan Paschen, GED Coordinator

Kathy Pilat, Teacher

Rick Plantos

Harry Policape, Mentor

Diane Teska, Writer

Bill Watt, Accounting
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Curt’s Café continues to be a valued support 2
program 'f5r our youth and our community. We are
= ‘growing as an organization and the young students
i — are the beneficiaries. Our future remains bright and
- we are tremendously excited about our work.

Board President, Rick Marsh
d.‘-_ -

2922 Central, Evanston 1813 Dempster, Evanston
847.868.8385 847.563.8883

See website for hours Catering orders + inquiries:
www.curtscafe.org catering@curtscafe.org
info@curtscafe.org Curt’s Café is a 501C3 organization




