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Four or five students at a time, for three months, draw 

strength from restaurant training, counseling, mentoring, 

career coaching, and job placement, overseen by our paid 

staff of a dozen dedicated individuals.  Full-time social 

service workers and other staff offer help with subjects 

from anger management to household budgeting. Two 

cafes in Evanston welcome our students, who are eager 

to learn, grow, and expand their horizons. The Curt’s 

community teaches trust, empathy, joy, and possibilities 

to students who have in the past experienced violence,

homelessness, abuse, and despair.

For the past five years, the programs and people 

of Curt’s Café have been transforming lives:  In 

that short period, over 185 underserved students 

have moved from hopelessness and at-risk 

behaviors to personal strength and hope, guided by 

professionals and dedicated volunteers who have 

encircled them with a carefully structured program 

of work and life skill opportunities, a broader vision 

of their future, and—quite simply, love.

"The experience of supporting our young students  

 through the Curt's Cafe Mission gives us such an   

 incentive for growing our brand. A bright future   

 awaits us as we continue this valuable work."  

             Board President, Rick Marsh



The larger community of Evanston and the North Shore have 

responded enthusiastically and warmly to our mission. Our 

volunteer pool of 30 continues to grow, allowing us to increase 

catering sales, maintain and audit accounting books, pay bills, 

keep our cafes inviting, and most importantly, educate our 

students in subjects such as interviewing, safe sex, domestic 

violence, legal rights, and much more. An active Board of Directors 

meets monthly, professionals who too are passionate about the 

work we do and help us reach success on all fronts. Quite simply, 

our students have struggled alone; but with your help, their lives 

are being truly transformed!  3% versus 

86%
recidivism
rate 
comparison

Curt’s

State

Good feelings aren’t enough; Curt’s tracks the achievement of 

goals such as stable housing, school continuance, job placement, 

and even staying out of prison. Our students boast a 3% 

recidivism rate, vs the state rate of 86% for youth. Eighty-two 

percent of Curt’s students are getting jobs or staying in school!  

Our students’ journeys are not without struggle, yet so many have 

succeeded!

195 students have been through the program • 30% have 

children of their own • 80% are homeless or in unsafe housing 

when entering program • 63% are actively in jobs • 10% are 

currently in program • 10% are currently looking for jobs • 13% 

we continue to work with on life skills and job placement • 
according to the Justice Policy Institute the cost to incarcerate 

one young adult per year is approximately $148,767 versus 

Curt’s cost per student which is $8,334 per year, a savings of

$140,433 savings per student, per year.
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e wages/taxes $417,517
 

expenses 219,650

COG’s 191,897

stipends 90,358

restricted
grant liability 29,889

total $ 949,311

cafe sales $420,045
 

donations 249,757

grants 186,750

fundraisers 91,360

miscellaneous 1,399

total $ 949,311



M A C C H I ATO  over $10,000
Finnegan Family Foundation
Food For Though
Karen & Gene Griffin
Hughes Foundation
Julian Grace Foundation
Kuhn Foundation
Mansfield Family Foundation
Mortz Family Foundation
North Shore Giving Circle/Chicago 
 Foundation for Women
Dana Pearl
Anonymous Family Foundation/Glencoe
Summer Brothers Charitable Trust
Two West Foundation
Women's Club of Evanston

L AT T E  $1,000 - $10,000
A.G. Cox Charity Trust
Ann Airey
Albers Kuhn Family Foundation
Kay & Michael Anderson
Patti Anderson
Melissa & Joseph Appelt
Sheryl & Christopher Bartol
Connie Blade & Ronald Levitsky
Joseph Brennan & Leslie Shad
Vickie Brodersen
Gabrielle & Judson Brooks
Virginia & Stephen Carr
Julie Fenton & Stuart Chanen
Colleen & Joseph Chappelle
Daphne Hoch Cunningham 
 Charitable Lead Trust
Ruthanne DeWolfe
Joan & Jim Ducayet
Duxler Complete Auto Care
Elizabeth Beidler Tisdahl Foundation
Evanston Community Foundation
Jean & Andrew Fies
Fifth Third Bank
First Congregational Church of Wilmette
First Presbyterian Church of Wilmette
First United Methodist Church of Evanston
Jocelyn Francoeur & Ryan Hedges
Carl & Pat Greer Donor Advised Fund
Nancy & Bill Goldberg
Martha Holman & Wayne Guzy
William Hartgering
Diane Holmes
Howard Orloff Imports
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Catherine & Perry Iverson
Julie Cappelletti-Lange Foundation
Suzanne & Daniel Kanter
Daniel & Rebecca Harris Kaplan
Laurie & James Kaplan
Elizabeth Wright & Julie Kaufman
Nina Kavin & Kerry Miller
Kindergiving
Kiwanis Foundation of Evanston
Joy & Kevin Kreuser

Susan & Michael Kuhn
Les Dames Escoffier
Libby & John Lewis
Jeffrey & Susan Mackevich
Linda Herreid & Brian Meister
Muller & Monroe Asset Management
Niyama Yoga
North Shore CROP Hunger Wallk
Northminster Presbyterian Church
Jean & Daniel Paschen
Rachel Golden Foundation
Reggi Marder Foundation
Piper & Jonathan Rothschild
Peter Sanchez & Kathleen Adams
Amy Schuman & Larry Stoler
Donald A. & Victoria Scott
Nan & Walter Simpson
Ronald Simpson
St. Mark's Parish
Julia Takarada
The Ladies Philoptochos Society, 
 Saints Peter and Paul Greek Orthodox  
 Church Philoptochos Society
Jan & Thomas Tubergen
Mary Elizabeth & John Tynan
Walt Disney Foundation
Mary & Bill Watt
Leslie & Tom Weyhrich
Winnetka Congregational Church
Zonta Club of Evanston
 
CA P P U C C I N O   $500 - $1000
Arthur & Dora Kessenich Family Fund
Ann Ballard & Susan Warner
Barbara Kiely & Eugene Berens
Jeanne Cleveland & Steven Bernstein
Beth Emet Synagogue
Carolyn & Richard Brooks
Burghardt Family Charitable Fund
Paul & Michelle Burton
Julie & Joshua Chernoff
Julia Cifuentes
Congregation Sukkat Shalom
Dance Center of Evanston
Marcia Markowitz & Scott Dodelson
Lori & Monte Dube
Chris & Alfred Estberg
Rebecca & Adam Finkelstein
Mary & Paul Finnegan
Nancy Glick & Michael Finnegan
Michael & Wynn Graham
Sallie & Alan Gratch
Emily & Richard Halliday
Carl Hampton
Rachel Hayman
Hemenway United Methodist Church
Penny Hirsch
Linda Legner & Jim Hochman
Stephanie & Roger Hochschild
Anne & Walter Horn
Jeanne & David Husain
James B. Moran Center for Youth Advocacy
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Rick Marsh, President
Patti Anderson, Past Co-President
Dr. Connie Blade, Past Co-President
Robyn Bailey            
Enjoli Daley              
Jessica Hochman
Bryant Jackson-Green                    
Nina Kavin
Kevin Kreuser
Mike Kuhn   
Jeffrey Mackevich  
Tami Manton
Rohini Menezes                    
Derrick Q. Milligan
Dana Pearl
Lori Dube, Emeritus 
 
S TA F F
Karli Butler
Sarah Ghantous Stein
Byron Gonzalez
Maria Gueringer
Karen Haber Smith
Amy Heppner
Ashor Jajou
Laurie Kaplan
Mary Elizabeth McMahon
Rebecca Parmet
Trudyann Smith
Tasha Triplett
Susan Trieschmann

VO L U N T E E R S  3-5 years
Libby Lewis, Volunteer Coordinator
Ann Airey, Marketing 
Matt Barton, Taxes/Accounting
Donna de St. Aubin, Job Placement Coordinator
Therese Delli Paoli, Teacher
Bonnie Dohogne, Baker/Consultant
Howard Frank, Art Curator North
Annie Haddad, Window Display North
Carol Hammerman, Art Curator South
Bekki Kaplan, Baker
Lisa Levin, Front Line Support
Rick Marsh, Mentor
Marcia Mead, Job Placement Coordinator
Derrick Milligan, Mentor
Leon Mitchell, Mentor
Wilma Nachsin, Human Resources
Vicki Newman, Front of House
Dan Paschen, GED Coordinator
Kathy Pilat, Teacher
Harry Policape, Mentor 
Rebecca Raus, Baker
Mark Westcott, Accounting
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Penelope Johnson
Thomas (Rick) Kinnebrew
Jackie Mack
Holly & Rick Marsh
Mary Pat Martin
Derrick Milligan
Amy Goldberg & Peter Nierman
Christa & J. Danny Ortegon
Judy Royal & Timothy Patenode
Dassia & Brian Posner
Kathryn Ray
Carol Bobrow & James Reardon
Beth Rivelli
Fay Robinson
Matthew Ryan
Gisela Sabal
Saints Faith, Hope & Charity Women's Guild
Ann & Keith Sarpolis
Cynthia Sawyer-Engelen
Amy Robbins & Neil Schaye
Michael Schnur & Janice Liten
Barbara & Bernhard Schon Lundberg
Christine Akins & John Schoser
Karen & Sam Segvich
Deborah & Marco Siegel-Acevedo
Karen Haber & Ira Smith
Marcia Mead Stillerman
Claire Sucsy
Mike Trieschmann
Cathleen Trudelle
Jane & Stephen Trueheart Huels
Sarah Vanderwicken
Denise & Timothy Voss
Joan E. Yohanan

E S P R E S S O  Under $500
Almost 500 generous donors have supported 
our Students with donations from $5 to $499. 
Thank you to all who also donated via our tip 
jars and one cup of coffee at a time.

C O R P O R AT E  S P O N S O R S
Auchambault and Associates
Dave Newman Repairs
Duxler Tires
Evanston Imprintables
Food For Thought Enterprise
Group Theater Tix
Illinois Tool Works 
Jewell Events
Orloff Imports
Rafael Kelling, Wingnut CP Corp.
Rebuilding Warehouse

Thank You for the many “Gifts In Kind” that 
our students rely on every day to live their 
lives in dignity. And Thank You to the 
students and teachers from Northwestern 
University, Roosevelt University and Kellogg 
School of Business.
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“Curt’s is a branch provided for those who only receive weeds.”



We welcome your support!

Sponsors and partners in job placement have been essential 

to our success, as have other local non-profits who have 

shared programming with us, offering increased opportunities 

for our students. And, of course, our faithful donors who have 

contributed in so many ways to help our students stay on a

successful path.  

C U RT ’ S  CA F E  N O RT H  C U RT ’ S  CA F E  S O U T H
2922 Central, Evanston  1813 Dempster, Evanston

847.868.8385  847.563.8883
www.curtscafe.org  Curt’s Café is a 501C3 
info@curtscafe.org  organization  
catering orders & inquiries:
catering@curtscafe.org


